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El norte, el noreste y Saltillo en la historia colonial de Mexico. By Jose
Cuello. (Saltillo: Archivo Municipal de Saltillo, 1990. 190 pp. Maps, notes.
Price not available.)
Jose Cuello devoted sixteen months to a research project in which he
sifted through a multitude of Spanish colonial records in Saltillo, the capital
of Coahuila, trying to sort out similarities and contrasts between Mexico's
northern frontier and the American Southwest. An apparent common
denominator was the aridity of the region.
From the outset Cuello discarded Herbert E. Bolton's thesis of the
Spanish borderlands as inadequate for his study. Its advocates, he argued,
eagerly separated themselves from the rest of Latin America. Moreover, the
specialization, at least in the beginning, focused on spectacular exploration,
loftly missionary ideals, intrepid colonizers, and picturesque military
cavalcades.
In the search for a suitable model, Cuello constructed a different
theoretical framework to accommodate less narration and more analysis of
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of general knowledge about Latin America. To be sure, wherever appropriate
he has fleshed out the skeletal framework with a sufficient degree of relevant
information, all of which enhances the study of a northern Mexican region
with deeply entrenched colonial roots.
Felix D. Almaraz, Jr.
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